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Iran National Front- US

Nedaye Jebhe Melli - Publication of INF- US

Manu Nouri

IRAN

LAND OF ENERGY

Iran in the coming few
years ” must either cut
fuel use, boost produc-
tion of it’s refined pe-
troleum products or de-
velop alternate energy”
Says a PHD student of
Amir Kabir University,
driving me home, in his
taxi from the Airport.

Iran’s population of 70
millions has been raised
by 30 million in the past
30 years, mostly due to
immigration by the war
ridden, Afghanis, Iraqi
Kurds and its own higher
life expectancy and child
birth. Although, some
of the events of the past
30 years like the 8 year
war with Iraq, invasion
of neighboring countries
Afghanistan and Iraq,
both by United States has
been un expected, never
the less; Iranian planners
have been at best care
less in their planning for
the future. With crude oil
prices rising steadily in
the world markets from,
$14/brl in the 1980’s to
$69/brl! in 2005 and oil
sales accounting for up

to %85 of Iran’s total
export, Iranian officials,
were too happy to spend
the oil windfalls on pur-
chasing military and non
durable goods, instead of
investments in the much
needed infrastructure or
development of alterna-
tive source of energy.
Last Shah of Iran, most-
ly for his own ego and
accommodation of the
French and American ad-
ministrations of the time,
decided on purchasing
and construction of three
nuclear plants to provide
only %1 of his country’s
much needed electricity
needs.

The plan for those plants
were

immediately put on hold
by Mr. Mehdi Bazargan
a hydraulic engineer
heading the first govern-
ment after Shahs reign
had ended in 1979 revo-
lution. Today only the
nuclear research center is
left of Shahs most ambi-
tious plan.

It is worth mentioning

here, that Iran, the first
oil producing country in
the middle east (Masjid
Soleiman 1908) with the
largest oil refinery in the
world (Abadan), has not
ever had a college of oil
in any of its Universities.
There is no doubt that
Iran’s production of crude
oil and gas for export or
refined petroleum for in-
ternal use can not meet its
growing demands. Also,
with the region in such
political turmoil, much
needed foreign capital
for refurbishment of ex-
isting and research and
developments for future
oil and gas fields are very
hard to come by. Why

other sources of energy,
which needs much less
capital investment, like
Solar, Thermal, Wind and
Hydraulic, in mountain-
ous Iran, with average el-
evation of 2000 feet and
many mountains peaking
at up to 18000 feet, has
been totally ignored. Iran
should:

* Embark on a new poli-
cy of producing re usable
energy for domestic use.
the existing gas guzzling
car engines to electric or
CNG..

*Cut the waste and stop
the leak in the present en-
ergy transporting system.
*Save energy at homes
and public places by di-
verting to more efficient
appliances. To these de-
mands so far, the sensible
and the thoughtful have
been deaf, though some
tongues wag only for the
ear of the helpless.

negotiations table!

New Headlines:
*Rice, invites both Iran and Syria to the Iraqi peace

*Most of Iran’s petroleum emergency funds are spent
for other government short falls

* Iraqi Kurds, Sunni and Shiat regional govern-
ments, will receive equal shares of oil profit.




